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conquered Ligurians and Italians, bound to the soil, ai^d
partly (in all probability) by slaves, captured in constant 4
warfare and piratical descents. There is no doubt that these
landowners, piratical traders, and manufacturers formed the
fighting force of the Etruscan league, sometimes drawn from
a single city and sometimes from them all.
We know little about the constitution of the league or the
government of the cities. It is probable that in primitive
times each city was ruled by a king, whose place was taken
later by elective magistrates belonging to noble families.
Their religion and civilization were of a mixed kind. Though
these were certainly derived from the East and akin to the
institutions which prevailed in Anatolia about 1000 b.c.,!
yet close association with Phoenicia and Greece gradually
disguised the origins of Etruscan civilization and gave it
a miscellaneous and incongruous character. It is quite
possible that the Etruscan conquerors in many places admitted
to their ranks the native aristocracy, who, at the time of
the conquest, already possessed a well-developed culture and
a language of their own, and perhaps even some notion of
writing. It is very probable that the largest and richest
cities contained Greek settlers, mainly artists and artisans of ,
Ionian origin.
The life of the aristocracy in the cities was very like that
of contemporary Greek cities,   especially of those in Asia
Minor and south Italy.   From scenes which adorn the walls
of Etruscan tombs, and from vases Greek in style but made in
Etruria, we can see how they spent their time.   They waged
war;   they practised all the athletic sports customary in
Greece—running, boxing, throwing the discus and javelin,
wrestling,  chariot-racing,  hunting and fishing;   they held
festivals connected with religious ceremonies.     The women
too,  richly dressed, took an active share in these occupa-
tions.   Whether life in the Etruscan cities developed on the !
same lines as in Asia Minor and south Italy, we do not know ; \
but such a supposition is in itself highly probable.   We must
also suppose that there were political difficulties between the;
separate communities and a social division in the heart of'
each of them.   And in this way we may, in all probability,
account for the gradual degeneration of the Etruscan league.
Successful excavation of Etruscan cities and cemeteries,
carried on by Italian archaeologists, makes it possible for us

